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liberation. Most of the privileges clutched under
MacMahon were nullified. The State-right to
grant degrees, recently extended to Catholic in-
stitutions, was repealed.1 In 1880 the high
clergy and magistrates were excluded from the
superior council of public instruction. Jules
Ferry took steps which eventually resulted in
the expulsion of the Jesuits. The mortmain
property of the orders, which, by its very nature,
paid no inheritance tax, was forced by law to
pay sufficiently to make taxation alike for prop-
erty held by a monk or a layman. The friars
and nuns, who had hitherto been allowed to
teach without diplomas while common school
teachers were not, were subjected to the same
requirement. The teaching of the Roman Cath-
olic catechism in the common schools was re-
placed by that of Morals. Non-Catholic pa-
tients had been so treated by some of the nuns
in the hospitals that nurses took their places.
Six faculties of Catholic theology were closed.
As a matter of fact, the bishops, and not the
anti-clericals, gave the death-blow to these in-
stitutions, but their extinction was considered

1 The degrees are not, as in America, granted by any one school,
but by the government. They are not only the recognition of
certain attainments, but also of a virtual claim by the holder to
State positions. This privilege of granting degrees cannot be too
strictly guarded against the encroachments of sects or